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21 Februaty 2001Chief Veterinary Officers

Dear Colleague

FOOT AND MOUTH D]SEASE IN GREAT BRIT AIN

I am writing to infOrD1 yo.U that Foot and Mouth Dis~~e type O was conllrmed
yesterday 20 Fehn1ary ip pigs at an abattoir in Essex, South East Bngland and also in
cattle on a neighbouring fartn in the same ownership as the abattoir. The origin has not
yet been established. The virus strain is similar to that which occurred in outbreaks in
Taiwan, Japlm and Korea-

AU susceptible livestock on the affected premises have been killed and disease control
and eradication measures taken in accordance with European Conununity I11l~.

In addition movement restrictions ha-ve been applied to the premises which supplied
the affected pigs to the slaughterhouse 'and to holdings within an 8km radius. No
clinical disease is yet appa;r:ent on these supply pretniscB.

The UK authorities have suspended issue of all eX,porthealth certificates for
susceptible species and d1~ir products and witndrawn certificates i~sued for
consignments not yet exported;

We have notified OIE and will keep Om informed of developments. You will a180 be
able to obtain updated information from our website www .maff.gov .uk.
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Dr B Van GoethemDGSANCO .

European Commisaicn
~6 Rlte de la Loi
Brussels 1049

Belgiwn
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Dear Dr van Goethem

FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE iN THE UNITED "KINGDOM (GREAT BRIT AlN)

I write to infoml you that on 20 February 2001, tho Ministly of Agric:ulture, Fisl1crieg and
Food coni:ir1T1ed ~o outbrcaks of Foot and Mouth Dise,\Se (FMD).

The first outbreak occurred in pigs in the laira.ge of a"n abattoir near Brentwood, E6Sex. tht:
s~ond in a bu1J on a fan'I1 i1.' the neighbourhood. Suspicion of disense was fu-st report~d in
pigs iI} the abattoir on 19 February 200 1 and tissue samplcs from infected animals were
submitted to the World Rcfeience Laboratory (WRL), l11stitute for Animal Hcalth, Pirbrlgh1,
Surrey the sal11e day. TIle pr~s~nce of diseasl: was confirmed. on the b~sis of clinical signs
and the results ofELrsA tests carried out an the sQmples at the WRL. .,

The orjgin of the virus is presently unknown. The results oft)1)ing carried out by the WRL
have: shown the virus to be type 0, "PW1 Asialj" str&.in.

In gccordance with the measures foreseen in Council Directive 85/511/EEC, all animals on
both premises have be=n destroyed and protection and surveillance zones with a minimum
radius of3~km and lO-k:m hnve been established around the outbr-eaks. Epidemiological
investigations are undorway to identify the SoUrce of the outbreaks and to trqce any arumals
Which may havc be;en in contact with the affet;tcd livestock.

1 will keep the ComiT1ission int'ormed of fut-ure developments in the control of these
outbreaks.

YOl1IS sincerely

t~
J M SCLldamore

Ch.iefVcterinary OfficerPf
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